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The Gift of Hope
“Hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things. Hope is one of those things that you can't buy, but that will
be freely given to you if you ask. Hope is the one thing people cannot live without. Hope is a thing of beauty.”

J

ack has been involved with the pro-life movement for decades. He was on the first bus from Long Island to
the March for Life in 1973 and many more since then. Around the same time, he started praying outside of an
abortion center with his wife and a few church friends.
Now 89, Jack has been at it ever since. Having lost his wife a few years ago, he usually goes
alone and just prays the rosary with whomever else is there.
Whether winter or summer, Jack gets himself there at least twice a week.
Over the decades, Jack has offered to help young pregnant women many times, and
sometimes fathers, too. His simple approach is, “Good morning. I'm here to help you. What
do you need?” That has initiated many conversations about why a mother “can't have this
baby.”
Jack listens while he's praying for guidance from the Holy Spirit. He suggests the mother go to the Life Center up
the street and get a referral for a free ultrasound.
Usually, he doesn't know what the outcome is, even for the ones who walk away from the abortion center and
head to the Life Center. “You just keep praying, and you hope you’re having some influence. Maybe in heaven
we’ll get to meet some babies whose moms we’ve helped.”
Jack says “we,” insisting it's a group effort with the Life Center. Yet he’s the one on the front lines, out in all kinds
of weather, often ignored or shut down by those he's trying to help.
Last week at his usual post, Jack had an unexpected chat with a woman he encountered six years ago.
“You probably don't remember me,” she said. “But I remember you. I came here six years ago with my niece
for an abortion, and you were standing here and you talked to me, and you sent us over to the Life Center. My
niece was given assistance and a referral for an ultrasound. When she saw her baby’s ultrasound, she made
the decision to keep that baby. And that little boy is in kindergarten now! Every once in a while, I drive by here
thinking maybe I’ll see you again. Because I’ve been wanting to thank you ever since.”
Jack has been invited to meet the little boy soon. He offered hope to a stranger, and she chose life for her child.
His faith and perseverance saved that little boy. Jack does not seek recognition but
the grace to continue to be a hope-filled witness for life.
Patty Knap
Hempstead Staff

Our Mission  ...

“To promote, encourage and foster public sentiment and respect for the
dignity of human life... from conception to natural death.”
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A New Reason for HOPE
in the New Year 2020!

A

client recently shared: “They gave me strength to not go through with that horrifying abortion that chemical would affect me
the rest of my life. It was just an ongoing struggle with what to do in my heart and my head.”

Imagine… knowing that when a woman walks into one of our pregnancy centers – in tears – because she is with child in an
unplanned pregnancy and abortion-minded, is greeted by one of our compassionate consultants who will be there to answer her
questions and make sure she reaches the help she needs.
Imagine… an expectant mother regrets taking the first of two pills in a abortion, and through our resources, we can connect her
with a doctor who may be able to save her baby and give her baby a fighting chance through the abortion pill reversal (APR), but
also provides an avenue for emotional and spiritual healing for Mom and Dad.
Imagine… seeing the joy on Mom’s face and Dad’s face when they see the heartbeat of their baby for the first time from the free
sonogram we are able to provide for them through Catholic Health Services.
As the Executive Director of the Life Center for seven-plus years, I know firsthand the impact of abortion on a woman, regardless
of age.
Through your support, I am very excited to share that the Life Center is making it easier to connect women with enhanced
community resources and, most important, medical providers offering the Abortion Pill Reversal treatment that offers her a
second chance at choosing life.
I can’t tell you how much that knowledge empowers our staff and volunteers at our pregnancy care centers. But now, because
of your support, we are ensuring that our pregnancy care centers can make the connection – and see more precious babies get
a second chance at life.
Now Imagine… the many problems that might be solved if children in the womb were protected under our Constitution.
The cure to world hunger, war, disease, cancer, and more may be in a woman’s womb.
That child is hoping and waiting to be born. Or, she could be lost to what some have called the worst human rights crisis in
America today: abortion.
In a six-month period this year, states across the South and Midwest passed 58 abortion restrictions. Alabama banned the
procedure almost entirely. Lawmakers in Ohio introduced a similar bill shortly before Thanksgiving. And in March, the Supreme
Court will hear its first major abortion case since President Donald J. Trump added two conservative justices and shifted the court
to the right; how it rules could reshape the constitutional principles governing abortion rights.
We envision an abortion-free America, and new findings reveal we are closer to that dream than ever before as abortion has
reached historic all-time lows, but are these statistics reality?! Unfortunately, women are lured into chemical abortions, which
represent as much as 40 percent of abortions conducted today and not necessarily documented.
As we just celebrated the birth of the “One” who saved the lives of all, it is our New Year hope that you will consider partnering
with the Life Center, so we can continue our life-saving work in protecting lives as this is a worthwhile fight with many lives at stake.
We need you to share in our 2020 vision in order to expand training, update resources especially our Earn While You Learn (EWYL)
program, and increase our social media reach to abortion-minded women.
God bless you as you champion life!
Blessings,

Let’s Start 2020 with a Bang!!
The year 2020 is going to be our best ever at the Life Center!
And you can be right in the middle of the action. If you are interested for that
creative way to help build our ministry’s future, think dessert!
By inviting friends over for dessert – and an opportunity to hear more about
our ministry – you’ll be participating in a low-key approach to a better future
for the life Center.
We are looking for five interested couples (or singles) to join us in this
endeavor, allowing us to convey a compelling vision of how we are impacting
our culture in the Long Island area. As we do, we will also share several ways
to get involved in this ministry. Interested? Give me, Gloria, a call at 516-7988746. We would love to hear from you. Your help – and a few tasty desserts
– can make a life-saving difference!

Join Our Team!
The Life Center is hiring a
Part-Time Bilingual Staff Member for our Hempstead center.
If interested, please contact Gloria at 516-798-8746.

Set Your DVRs! Long Island Teen Freedom
Long Island Teen Freedom programming airs on Altice USA
(formerly Cablevision)

Hauppauge~ Riverhead~ Woodbury
Long Island Public Access Channel 20
Fridays at 1:00 a.m.
October 2019 through September 2020

Thank You Thank You Thank You!
Our heartfelt thanks to the “Angels of Mercy” from
Our Lady of Mercy Parish, Hicksville,
for the bountiful donations at the recent Baby Shower
they graciously hosted to benefit the families we serve.

Terry Moehringer, Vice President; Gina Sepulveda, Chairwoman; Mary Olive, Treasurer;
Lorraine Salamone, Vice President; Pat Hegarty, Secretary; and Eileen Millis, President

We are grateful to Fidelis Care and its Nassau County Community Relations
Specialist Rudy Cano for generously donating Butterball turkey and grocery item
vouchers for clients of the Life Center of Long Island.

In Loving Memory
We are grateful for a donation made to the Life Center of Long Island in memory of:

Dominick LaPenna
We commend his soul and all the souls of the faithful departed
to the loving embrace of the Father.

47th Annual March For Life
The March for Life will be held on
Friday, January 24, 2020
beginning at the National Mall in Washington D.C.
The program begins with a rally at 12 p.m. to be followed by the March,
ending in front of the U.S. Supreme Court. If time allows, please visit your
congressional representatives in their House and Senate offices. For information
on transportation to and from Long Island, contact your local parish office.

Annual Regifting Sale
Have you received a Christmas gift you don’t like or cannot use?

No Worries – you can REGIFT it!
The Life Center is now accepting donations of
NEW ITEMS for our upcoming REGIFTING SALE.
Items will be accepted at any of our centers.
Kindly label: For Regifting Sale.
Date, location, and time to be announced shortly.
Visit: www.lifecenterli.org

Please Note:
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter via email, kindly forward your email address to infoma@lifecenterli.org.
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