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A Matter of Trust

I

t was a Monday evening when I first met with the mother of four, named Gayle*. Two of Gayle’s children were
already in high school and her fourth had not yet been born. She seemed a little nervous and distressed. I
smiled and introduced myself asking how I could help her. She stated that she wasn’t feeling well after having
gone to a clinic and testing positive for pregnancy.
I asked her what her feelings were about being pregnant. Gayle answered, “To be honest I do not know if I can do
this. I am afraid. I am older now and I had a difficult pregnancy with my second child; both my husband and I are
working and just barely making ends meet. I can’t afford the hospital bills as my health care policy doesn’t seem to
pay for anything.” I asked, “Have you ever had an abortion before?” Gayle said “Yes, less than two years ago.” She
shared that her husband and children found out and were upset with her. I asked Gayle, “But how did you feel about
the abortion?” Her face became sad and she answered ”We were just surviving, my second pregnancy was difficult,
I was older and if I had stopped working that would have put a heavy burden on my husband and family. I thought
it was my only option. It made my family sad. I do not like how it made me feel. Now I am confused”.
I let Gayle know I understood her concerns and sympathized with her and her families’ feelings on the loss
of her third child. I shared the side effects of abortion and let her know these are common and it’s important
to understand the impact it has on her and her family. Most important, I told her “God has blessed you
with another child to heal both you and your family and if you trust God, He will provide all you and your
family need.” Gayle shared her biggest concern is the medical expenses. The wall Gayle was facing was the
coinsurance of $5000 that the family could not afford. It might as well have been $50,000.
I explained if she would trust God and have her baby, we would find a way to help her. I shared that our center
would provide baby formula, clothes, cribs, strollers etc. for her child for two years. We would arrange a free
sonogram for her with one of the top doctors on Long Island. Gayle agreed to this and I assured her I would
follow up in a couple of days. A few days later I called and asked her how she was feeling. Gayle felt better
and said she had been following up with the contacts we had given her. I said that is great, and asked how she
found us. She said, “Lou, I was looking on the internet and saw the ad for Women First Pregnancy Options
and it showed options other than abortion, so I decided this is where I needed to go.” I said “See, God knows
what’s really in your heart.” We both laughed.
While at the center we have been working to assist with Gayle’s medical bills, she has been in the hospital twice
since we met. She really is having a difficult pregnancy. Gayle is one strong woman who is trusting in God, her family
and the Life Center. I am extremely impressed by how she is following up on all her appointments, at the same time
caring for her family. If I’ve learned anything volunteering here, it is how tough and resilient women are. We have
been reaching out to a lot of men and their organizations such as the Knights of Columbus and these men have been
stepping up to the plate with assistance. Thank you. We still have a way to go, just like Gayle and her baby, but we
will all get across the finish line with God’s grace. Thank you Lord for never giving up on us.

*Name changed to protect confidentiality.

Lou Fielack
Deer Park Male Advocate Volunteer
and Pro Life Biker
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A Special Message to Fathers
Look to Saint Joseph

appy Father’s Day! I want to share the importance of fathers not only as you know them but the reality of what we experience
when consulting with men that come to our centers.

We stress that our pregnancy care centers are not only for women but also for men and that their involvement and
support strongly impacts the mother’s decision for their baby. Our client website, www.womenfirstpregnancyoptions.org,
specifically highlights information that speaks to and educates men about their important role as protector of their family.
Our Male Advocates consult with our male clients, referring to research that consistently shows that children whose fathers
are more engaged and sensitive/responsive in their interactions have lower levels of behavioral problems. Behavioral
disorders are the most common psychological problems affecting children and cause poor outcomes in adolescence and
adulthood including academic failure, peer rejection, poor psychiatric and physical health, and delinquency.
This year has been proclaimed by Pope Francis as a special “Year of Saint Joseph” which began on the Solemnity of the
Immaculate Conception from December 8, 2020 to December 8, 2021. This marks the occasion of the 150th anniversary of
the declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal Church.
Saint Joseph was a beloved father, tender, loving, obedient, and accepting. He accepted Mary unconditionally which is an
extremely important gesture even more so today in our world where verbal, psychological, and physical violence towards
women is so evident. He concretely expressed his fatherhood by confronting reality with open eyes and accepted personal
responsibility as if he heard God say: “Do not be afraid!”
Many times, men are the problem in the abortion wars, yet sometimes they are the victims. People often forget that not
all dads at abortion facilities are there because they are eager to “fix the problem.” Not all dads are selfish and wish to be
rid of their responsibilities at all costs. Some dads are at the abortion facility against their will. Their hearts are breaking as
their children die, feeling helpless under our laws just as their pre-born daughters or sons, all caught up in the lies that their
baby is just a blob of cells, destroying any humanity in the process.
Our consultants and I have met these men. When asked, “Your wife (or girlfriend) wants this abortion but tell me what
you think and how do you feel?” the majority of the time, they respond,” I really don’t want her to have the abortion and
I want us to have this baby, but…. whatever she wants.” Our Male Advocates consult and mentor these men and refer to
the attributes and the role model of Saint Joseph, educating and reminding fathers of their importance within the family
dynamic.
If the baby is aborted, these men need to feel they did everything they could to persuade the mothers of their children not
to go through with the abortion. Often men mourn for years in painful solitude because they feel their voices and their hurt
are not heard in the relationships that died with their babies.
We at the Life Center know, because we receive their calls for help and hear the anguish and pleading of men who simply
wanted the chance to fight for their baby. And help them we do through our post abortion healing program Healing a
Father’s Heart Bible Study.
Sadly the present administration has stated its commitment to codifying Roe v. Wade. We ask for your prayerful support as
the Life Center will never give up in its mission and will continue to inspire others to fight for the right to life.
Blessings,

Special Pr ayer to Saint Joseph for Fathers
Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted His only son; in you Mary placed her trust;
With you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too,
Show yourself a father and guide fathers in the path of life.
Obtain for them grace, mercy, and courage, and defend them from every evil.
Amen.

Mother’s Day Honorariums and Memorials
We continue to receive donations in honor of mothers.
When God created mothers, He knew they would have a special place in His creation.
We are blessed by our mothers’ greatest gift to us: the gift of LIFE!
Judith Abbate ~ Anna Annunziata ~ Mary Jane Brown-Olson ~ Anne Callaghan
Antoinette Capobianco ~ Edna Cina ~ Maureen Flynn ~ Dolores Lordahl
God bless all mothers, living and deceased.

Father’s Day Honorariums and Memorials
We pray for our fathers, in thanksgiving for their
generous gift of self in protecting and supporting life.
May God bestow on them His abundant grace, strength, and wisdom.
Henry F. Barbeau ~ Terry F. Barbeau ~ Harold J. Boening Sr.
Fred Breisacher ~Dominick Colapinto ~ Robert G. Cronin ~ Lt. Col. Frank J. Farrell
Joseph R. Festa ~ Peter Gallagher ~ Stephen Gallagher ~ William G. Gartung
John Gill ~ Donald Miller ~ Ward Louis Olson ~ Chris Pekoff ~ Carlo Sorrese
Happy Father’s Day to all fathers.

In Loving Memory
The Life Center of Long Island is grateful for donations made
in loving memory of the following:

Eileen Coyle ~ Mary Gallagher
We commend their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed,
to the loving embrace of our Father.
DEBBIE POLLARD, RN was one of the LI Teen Freedom Program Educators in the Life Center’s
Abstinence Education Program. Debbie was very well spoken and presented complex health matters
such as STD’s (Sexually Transmitted Diseases) with dignity, respect, and truth. Debbie taught the facts
about God’s gift of fertility at a level the high school students understood, heard and believed. The
students respected Debbie’s presentation.
Debbie passed away on May 5, 2021. She will be greatly missed. May Debbie’s soul and the souls of
all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen.

Honorariums
The Life Center received donations in honor of

Joe Pritchard – Happy 90th Birthday!!!
We wish Joe the very best! May he be blessed with God’s
eternal grace, peace and love.
Congratulations to Deacon Frank Gariboldi
on your 25th Anniversary as a deacon in the Diocese of Rockville Centre!
The Life Center of Long Island has “Memorial” and “Honorarium” cards available.
Kindly call Nancy at 516-798-8746, or email at ntantone@lifecenterli.org for details.

Thank You ~ Thank You ~ Thank You!
We wish to express our gratitude to the Columbiettes of
St. Frances de Chantal parish, Wantagh, for hosting a baby
shower to benefit the clients of the Life Center. Your faithful
support of our life-saving mission is a testament to your
fidelity to God’s call to serve the less fortunate.
For Mother’s Day, under the auspices of its Loaves and Fishes
program, parishioners of St. Anne, Garden City, created
beautiful gift bags containing jewelry, gift cards and inspiring
greetings for expectant mothers who are struggling and
come to the Life Center for assistance. The recipients were so
grateful and touched by the thoughtful gifts.

Volunteer Corner
About 10 years ago I learned about the Life Center of Long Island through a Baby Bottle Campaign held at my
prior parish, Maria Regina, Seaford. Fr. Stephen Morris, who coordinated the campaign, spoke about the Life
Center’s efforts to assist women in a crisis pregnancy and to provide the opportunity for them to choose life for
their unborn child. I knew I wanted to be part of that service and empower women in their decision making.
After retiring from teaching in 2013, I started volunteering at the Massapequa center. I was trained as a
counselor, assisted with baby needs and donations, as well as providing other resources mothers may need.
I met many amazing pro-life individuals who have built a supportive and loving community for mothers and
families
in need. My husband, Steve, and I also volunteered as speakers for the Baby Bottle Campaign at
Rosanne Brienza
local parishes, helping spread the word of the lifesaving work they provide.
I have met many generous donors, appreciative moms (and their beautiful babies), and Life Center volunteers that have made this
experience very humbling. The center truly offers hope and healing for families in need. I recently held a Face Book fundraiser for
the Life Center, known as Mothers and Unborn Baby Care of Long Island. This past year has been difficult for almost all families
with the COVID-19 pandemic, yet the Life Center continued to service its moms and families. Our client families struggled greatly
during this time, but they found the material resources, comfort, and support that they needed at the Life Center! May God
continue to bless their efforts!

As you shop for wedding and graduation gifts, make your gift giving extra-special! Shopping and saving lives can be done in
two easy steps! It’s free – no cost to you! It does not require an Amazon Prime subscription.
1. Set up an account at smile.amazon.com
2. Select Mother and Unborn Babycare of Long Island Inc. as the charity you wish to support.
95% of the products on Amazon qualify; this also includes purchases made online at Whole Foods. You pay nothing extra.
Once you sign up, it is automatic. Please share this with family and friends. You may also check out our “Wish List” by clicking on
the Accounts and Lists tab to the right of the Amazon search bar. Under the Lists heading click on Amazon Smile Charity Lists which
will show the Life Center of Long Island’s Wish list items. We appreciate your thoughtful generosity.

Please Note:
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter via email, kindly forward your email address to infoma@lifecenterli.org.
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