
40 DAYS: FROM TRIAL TO PURPOSE

During this past Fall’s 40 Days for Life campaign, our Women First Pregnancy Options Hempstead 
location saved three women and their babies from abortion thanks to the efforts of our advocates, 

including Ignacio, a very gifted sidewalk counselor. We are thankful for the consistent presence and 
dedication of Ignacio and the other sidewalk advocates, who help us to save babies’ lives.

As Ignacio stands ready at the Hempstead Planned Parenthood’s entrance gate, his arm clad with rosaries and 
his face with a smile, he motions to those entering the parking lot and asks them to lower their windows. Myra* 
drove up and said nervously, "I have to have an abortion. I can't be late." Ignacio knew that she didn’t have to 
abort her child and that we could help her. “Please give me five minutes to talk with you,” he pleaded. “There's 
so much they won't tell you.” His sincerity convinced her to talk with him and then with us. The deck seemed 
to be stacked against Myra. Her boyfriend had just left her, she had just lost her job and faced the prospect 
of having nowhere to live. We enlightened her on the truth of abortion, showed her fetal models, discussed 
adoption options, and outlined the material aid we could offer. She decided to trust God and do the right 
thing. We also provided an ultrasound referral. Myra's sister even offered her a room in her home to raise the 
baby. She’s unsure if she will raise her child or choose adoption, but Myra has ruled out abortion!

When Ignacio encountered Denise* near the Planned Parenthood facility, she expressed worry that not only 
her diabetes, but her diabetes medication could be bad for her baby. She was considering an abortion. Ignacio 
referred her to us. We educated her on her baby’s development and the fact that many diabetic women 
have children; we also referred her to an OB-GYN. She discovered her sugar level, weight, and medication 
were all just fine for her to carry and deliver her baby to term.

The prolife community’s commitment to prayer, fasting, and sidewalk counseling through the recent 40 Days for 
Life campaign has enabled us to reach 35 new clients with our services! As the national 40 Days headquarters 
reports, at least 402 babies were saved nationally during this Fall’s campaign! The campaign drew many Long 
Islanders to pray and witness outside abortion centers in Hempstead, Brentwood, and Patchogue. The Life 
Center stands in solidarity with 40 Days for Life sidewalk advocates in our combined efforts to reach and rescue 
abortion-vulnerable women and men. The three lives that were saved at our Hempstead location during the 
campaign are living testaments to that. The Life Center’s compassionate care and effective network of life-
affirming pregnancy help renews communities for life with each baby’s life saved. As Christmas brings renewed 
hope each year with the coming of our savior, so will these new babies’ lives bring hope and a brighter future 
to their families and communities. *Names have been changed to protect confidentiality. For information on 
becoming a sidewalk advocate, contact Mary at our Smithtown center at 631.656.0441. 

Merry Christmas!

Patty Knap, Hempstead Staff
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As we enter the holiday season, the Life Center has so much to be thankful for this year. Even in the numerous moments
of adversity, God continues to bless our work. With His Grace, the Life Center has saved 40 babies’ lives so far this year! 

While the Thanksgiving season affords us to reflect on the many blessings we have experienced throughout the past year, 
it leads us towards Christmas – the season of wonder, hope and giving. 

We are extremely grateful for all the individuals - you our supporters, volunteers, staff, Board of Directors, surrounding 
communities, other pro-life organizations - who make what we do at the Life Center possible. In the past 36 years, we 
served over 68,000 women and saved over 2,300 babies! We wonder how many lives we may never know of that were 
touched and impacted by the work of the Life Center and how many of those babies celebrated their first Christmas! We 
are blessed to work alongside so many strong, courageous, and loving women and men in this mighty movement. 

After a summer of information chaos, pro-abortion activists attempted to sow fear through disinformation about the 
impact of pro-life legislation. The polling in the weeks leading up to the election gave hope to many; however, the reality 
of Election Day was much more bitter-sweet. As the dust settles from the recent midterm elections, we have our first 
opportunity to see the electoral impact of the Dobbs decision and how it could impact the work of pregnancy help. We 
have a glimpse into what we can expect in the coming years and how we can move forward effectively in combating 
the lies and bringing hope to those who have been misled. We face big challenges in the wake of the reversal of Roe v. 
Wade, but God is with us. Post-Roe America means that pregnancy centers will be the center of pro-life influence in every 
community. 

We are up against a billion-dollar industry with the financial backing and support of the elites, the media, Hollywood, 
and higher education. They want to take away the miracles and joy we provide women by targeting, slandering and 
censoring us. They may try to intimidate, silence or scare us because we are doing work that Big Abortionists, Leftists in 
Government, Big Tech and the Mainstream Media want to stop. Their attempts are nothing to fear. They would not care if 
we were not effective.  

We will continue serving the women and families in our communities with the high-quality compassionate care we bring 
every day. There will be women and men waking up tomorrow needing our help. We ask you to stand ready to support 
and fight alongside us to ensure that we are able to continue the life-saving work we do every day. Your support is 
essential for our ongoing work as hostility towards the work of pro-life centers is intense. It’s critical that life must prevail 
in every state and overcome the horrific injustice of abortion as we spread the truth, one heart and one life at a time.

We invite you to tour any one of our centers. We are humbled to be God’s instruments, share the stories of the women 
we serve, refute misinformation and allow others to see the real impact of our work in our communities. 

At this Christmas season, we want you to know how much we appreciate you. You partnered with us as foot soldiers on 
the front lines of the battle for life. This year has been full of monumental victories and heartbreaking attacks. While we 
work tirelessly to combat attacks, the biggest battle we continue to fight is to defend the value of every life. With you as a 
partner, every Gift you Give, Gives the Gift of Life!

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of 
the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” - 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NIV)

From all of us at the Life Center, we wish you and your families a Very Merry Christmas 
and a Healthy, Happy, and Prosperous New Year! 

Blessings, 

FROM THE DESK OF

The CEO

Christmas Wonder

Baby Save Maria*
Gloria Schreiber



We are thankful for the faithful generosity of the Angels of Mercy Ministry at Our Lady of 
Mercy Parish in Hicksville, for continuing to support our mission by having a baby shower, 

collecting much needed items and donations (pictured right).  

The Life Center of Long Island is grateful to the Catholic Daughters of 
Americas CDA Court # 375 Our Lady of Victory at St. Patrick’s Parish 
Huntington for hosting a baby shower to benefit the mothers and 
babies we serve. Such gifts are very much appreciated by our clients (pictured left).

We wish to also thank the Ladies Auxiliary from Christ the King Parish in Commack for hosting 
a baby shower recently to benefit the clients of the Life Center. The generosity of their members 

is a beautiful affirmation of our mission!

We greatly appreciate the beautiful baby shower coordinated by the Giving Committee at 
Country Pointe, Yaphank with our very own Deer Park Thursday Layette volunteer, Donna! Many 
times after a shower, we receive calls from moms who have been challenged financially, especially 
lately. We are here to help them out with a baby Layette of diapers, wipes, swaddles, towels, 
blankets, bottles and so much more (pictured right)!

Consider hosting a baby shower with your friends, family or church! Call 631-243-0066.  

The Life Center of Long Island is grateful for donations made in loving memory of:

Mary C. Fountaine ~ Phyllis Antonucci Gagliano ~ Jack Malley   
Ann B. Nolan ~ Ken O’Brien ~ William Sartin 

We commend their souls and all the souls of the faithful departed  
to the loving embrace of our Father.

The Life Center of Long Island has “In Loving Memory” and “In Honor Of” cards available.  
Kindly call Marina at 516-798-8746 for information.

Mary Fountaine passed away peacefully in her home on October 4, 2022. Mary was a stalwart volunteer at 
our Deer Park Center. She touched many lives and only God knows how many babies survived an abortion 
because of the loving words and kindness of Mary. Mary was a Lover of Life, and she was involved in 
many facets of the prolife movement. Mary’s humble and gentle spirit inspired others to join the prolife 
movement and join the Life Center as volunteers. Our prayer is that her Spirit for Life remains at the Life 
Center forever. She will be greatly missed.
May the Choirs of Angels come to greet Mary, and may they speed her to paradise. May the Lord enfold Mary in His mercy. 
May Mary’s soul and the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace, Amen. 

Special Blessings to Ray Thumser on his 99th Birthday 
In Thanksgiving for his life and health

May you always be blessed with God’s eternal love and grace.

In LovIng MeMory

In reMeMbrance of Mary fountaIne 

In Honor of

tHank you ~ tHank you ~ tHank you!



The Life Center is most grateful to Todd Panzer for his generosity of providing a dumpster for the removal of our 
previous shed and replacing it with a much needed and larger “office trailer.” This addition to our Smithtown center 

will increase our storage capacity to accommodate additional baby items and material aid so we can provide more 
Moms and Dads with the items they need to care for their babies within our communities. 

We especially thank the 13 Knights of Columbus men (Assumption Council #5252 and St. Thomas More Council #6062) whose 
“many hands made light work” and expedited the completion of this replacement project for us.
We also thank Gerry Wilhem (Assumption Council #5252) for presenting a Blessed “Faith Stone” to Mary, our Smithtown Center 
Director; it will serve as a spiritual reminder for us while in the midst of consulting clients pondering LIFE for their babies.
We appreciate everyone’s willingness to support the life-saving work of the Life Center. May God bless these men and the 
selfless work of the Knights of Columbus! 

a SHed Saga to tHankSgIvIng bLeSSIngS

Save LIveS tHIS cHrIStMaS  

Adopt a Mom and Child Program – The average client visiting the Life Center receives 
approximately $300 in donated goods and services. Help us assist more women and children by 
contributing to our Adopt a Mom and Child Program.
Level #1 – For $25 a month for 12 months ($300 total) support one mother and child.
Level #2 – For $100 a month for 12 months ($1,200 total) support four mothers and children.
Level #3 – For $300 a month for 12 months ($3,600 total) support twelve mothers and children.
Should you wish to participate in this program, kindly call Marina at 516-798-8746 to set up a one-time or recurring 
donation or visit our donor website at www.lifecenterli.org and click on the DONATE tab. 

Amazon Smile Program - We have all become more familiar with online shopping, and as the 
gift-giving season is upon us, make it extra special this year! Shopping and saving preborn lives 
can be done in two easy steps! It’s FREE – no cost to you!
1. Set up an account at www.smileamazon.com
2.Select Mother and Unborn Baby Care of Long Island as the charity you wish to support.
95% of products on the Amazon site qualify; this also includes purchases made online 
from Whole Foods. You pay nothing extra. This works with or without an Amazon Prime 
subscription. Once you sign up, it is automatic. Please share with family and friends. If 1000 
families were to join and each spent $400, this would equal $400,000 x .5% =$2000 to the Life 
Center of Long Island! Thank you for your help!

Every Gift Gives the Gift of Life!

Haven’t Shopped Yet?

Oh Good, Shop AmazonSmile!
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Important Notice to Our Donors: Your privacy matters to us. Please be advised that the Life Center of Long Island never sells or 
shares our e-list with third parties.

Please Note:
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter via email, kindly forward your email address to infoma@lifecenterli.org.


