
We all face storms throughout our lifetime and hope they will produce beautiful rainbows. One such storm 
occurred on a rainy February day. Marco felt called to endure heavy rain, wind and bitter cold standing 

outside Planned Parenthood.  He spotted a car exiting the parking lot, approached the car and motioned to the 
driver. She rolled her window down, and immediately was trying to communicate her concerns and needs in 
Spanish. Just by her demeanor, he knew she needed help. Marco handed her our information flyer which outlines 
all the free services and assistance we offer individuals facing unplanned pregnancies.  She understood he was 
there to offer her help by his kind voice and the peaceful look in his eyes while he directed her to our center down 
the street.  
Visibly shaken and soaking wet, Marco led Lisa* into our office and introduced her to Juana, who spoke Spanish and 
immediately welcomed her with compassion, making Lisa feel comfortable, secure and accepted. Marco knew well 
that Lisa was now in excellent hands and offered her rosary beads before leaving. Lisa immediately understood that 
there would be no judgement passed upon her. She willingly began to share her turbulent past and unfortunate 
events that led her to this very moment. Finally, someone was sincerely interested in her and her feelings.
Most recently, Lisa had been separated from her abusive husband, with whom she had a five-year-old daughter.  
Although Lisa had begun seeing another man, her husband continued to contact her and encouraged her to 
meet with him.  Against her better judgement, she agreed. Lisa was unaware of the evil intent her husband 
had in mind for their meeting.  This was a night that would forever change her life. Sadly, Lisa endured a 
considerable amount of violence, abuse, and manipulation which resulted in a horrific attack resulting in rape.
Lisa became pregnant. Filled with panic and terror, Lisa made several different attempts to abort her pregnancy. 
She purchased the morning after pill, drank a rare tea that she heard would induce abortion, and went to a 
doctor who referred her for a surgical abortion at Planned Parenthood. However, the huge expense was not 
something she could afford. By the Grace of God, she encountered Marco and he led her to the Life Center.  
Juana told her the baby was a gift from God despite her husband’s despicable actions.  Her focus now should 
be on her sweet 5-year-old daughter who would now have a sibling. Juana pointed out that Lisa had already 
been managing on her own with one child, and that the risks and ramifications of abortion would be more 
traumatic than the rape. Lisa learned about the grief and depression that often continues for years, even 
decades, following an abortion, and how alcohol, drug abuse and even suicide rates increase dramatically for 
women who have an abortion.  
Juana asked Lisa to watch a new endoscopic video together about gestational development called “See Baby Grow”.  
With the education and support provided, Lisa agreed to an ultrasound and saw the miracle of her 11-week-old 
baby moving around in her womb. In that moment, Lisa knew she would keep her child, and thanked God that 
her abortion attempts had failed. “This baby is going to be special,” says Marco. “Just think, four attempts to end 
the life of this child… the morning after pill, some strange tea, going to a doctor that she thought could do an 
abortion, and then to Planned Parenthood.” 
Through the storm, by God’s grace, came the rainbow.

The Rainbow afTeR The SToRm

*Names have been changed to protect confidentiality
Juanita Hernandez
Hempstead StaffMarco
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5K Run/Walk 4 Life

Saturday, June , 202
RAIN OR SHINE

Cedar Creek Park 
3340 Merrick Road | Seaford, New York 

Parking Field #6

For further informa�on regarding:  
Sponsorships ~ Donations ~ Registration  contact 

at 516-798-8746 or email: m

50/50 

Register at:  
h�ps://runsignup.com/Race/NY/Seaford/

lifecenteroflongisland5krunwalk4life  
Adult Pre- egistra�on Entry Fee: $  

Adult Day of Event: $3
Kids Age < 1  Registra�on:  
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7:30 AM Registra�on Opens
8:30 AM 
 AM Run/Walk Starts

 

 
 Picture is a

Entry fee includes:
Hydra�on Sta�on on course

Post-race refreshments
Top finishers awards

Run/Walk Bibs
Top Individual  

Top Team Fundraiser Award
Raffle Prizes

* Unable to a�end? Donate as a Silent Hero!
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dignity of human life... from conception to natural death.”
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The Life Center was honored at the annual Charity Ball of the Nassau County Chapter of the Knights of Columbus which 
took place this year on Sunday, April 14, 2024, at Leonard’s Palazzo in Great Neck. 

Each year, the Knights of Columbus select a charity that lives and displays the mission of believing and being committed to 
loving God and loving neighbor, and that through the charity’s work, they regress so that Jesus Christ may progress through 
that charity and become visible to all those they encounter.  Once the charity is selected, the Knights then focus on raising 
funds throughout the year and donate all the funds raised to that charity at their Charity Ball.

On behalf of everyone who serves at the Life Center, we thank the Nassau County Chapter of the Knights of Columbus for 
this tremendous honor and the extremely generous check presented to us that afternoon! We are humbled and grateful for 
their acknowledgment and support of our mission in saving babies’ lives. 

We greatly value the relationship that continues to grow between the Knights of Columbus and the Life Center as our working 
together is unified by both of our mission statements that emphasize “respect and dignity of human life from conception 
to natural death,” and the importance of the preservation and defense of the family. There was a proud announcement 
that beginning with this year’s Chapter Ball the name will be changed to the Ted Newkirk Charity Ball honoring the memory 
of their Past Chapter President, who started the very first Chapter Ball.

Happy 38th Anniversary to the Life Center!  In this month of May, the Life Center has now approached 38 years of serving 
women and families here on Long Island. Our numbers show we assisted over 70,000 women, helped save over 2500 babies 
lives from abortion, and helped 100’s of women and men find healing and forgiveness through our post abortion ministry. 

Abortion is the defining issue of our time. We thought the life battle was won when Roe V Wade was overturned. We are 
still experiencing the aftermath of that battle. The stakes in the battle for life just got higher. A recent study from the 
Guttmacher Institute, an organization that supports abortion access, found that an estimated 1, 026,000 Abortions, just 
one year later in 2023, has increased to the highest number and rate of Abortions in the US in over a decade!

This highlights the importance of what we in the prolife cause have always said that we must not only make abortion illegal 
but rather unthinkable. Pro-lifers must be “proactive” and “visible” to women seeking Abortion so they are aware of the 
support available to them in order to transform their hearts and save one life at a time.

The impact of the Knights generosity to the Life Center will propel our advancement on the new programs just initiated 
in our centers to reach more women contemplating Abortion, lower the stakes, and assist them with real, tangible life-
affirming options. Our clients will become better educated, equipped, and empowered by all the resources available so they 
can reverse their decision and save the lives of their babies. 

We know that we are God’s sheep amongst the wolves. The enemy always attacks when there is greatness in store. United 
together, we are making a difference - one life at a time. 

 Blessings,

 

Gloria Schreiber, CEO, LAS
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Lumina PoST-aboRTion heaLing PRogRam

Gordon Douglas started his comedy career in 

Philadelphia and went on to Hollywood. He has now 

appeared on many television and radio programs. 

Then he entered the ministry and now has been in 

27 states and 3 countries sharing his program of 

love and laughter. He and his wife Dawn were named 

“PARENTS of the YEAR” for the state of Pennsylvania 

in recognition of their taking in 14 different boys 

in addition to their own 5 children. Don’t miss this 

afternoon of inspiration and  

encouragement.

Reserve and pay for tickets on our website 
www.Lifecenterli.org and click on the donate button, 

or contact Regina at 516-798-8746 to reserve 
and pay by phone. Raffles will be sold.

COMEDY SHOWSunday, May 19, 2024Doors Open 3:00 PMShow Starts 3:45 PM Sharp • Ends 6:00 PMConstantino Brumidi Lodge  Order Sons of Italy in America 2075 Deer Park Ave, Deer Park, NYAdvance Tickets $20 • Pay at the Door $25Children 12 and under $10

Performing together with  
Comedienne K-Mack  

and her husband,   
Bassist Richard Hill Jr.

PRO-LIFE

Don’t miss this comedy show as we...

Proudly Presents

DON’T MISS OUR 
COMEDY EVENT 
MAY 19TH!

wanna Laugh?

Day of Prayer & Healing 
for those suffering from a post abortion

Saturday, June 22, 2024
Come begin your healing journey!  

His mercy and peace is waiting for you!
For confidential reservations, call Joanne c: 516-647-5353

Sponsored by The Life Center of Long Island 
Led by Theresa Bonopartis 

Co-developer of Entering Canaan &  
Director of Lumina Hope & Healing After Abortion www.enteringcanaan.com



maRch foR Life nY - Save The DaTe

    ReSuLTS

in Loving memoRY / honoRaRium

It is imperative we get the word out, and stand up against the killing of innocent life.
Save the date for the upcoming March For Life NY, march and rally, to be held on June 
24th, 2024.  
In celebration of the end of Roe vs. Wade, participants will gather at: The Children’s 
Memorial, located inside the Empire Plaza, for prayer at 12 PM.  After prayer, participants 
will march to the steps of the NYS Capital building for a rally, located on State Street and 
Washington Ave, Albany, NY.

Many Pro Life warriors will speak, which will include… Frank Pavone, Steve Karlen, Lisa Washington, Sister Pearl, The Whites, 
Pastor Jim and Joni, Dr. Patrick Castle and Gerlad Yeung.

For more information, please visit their website:  marchforlifeny.org or call (631) 681-7275.

As per Mike Sweeney, local Smithtown 40 Days for Life Leader sent the following recap…. We had two babies (that we know 
of) saved from abortion and 18 women referred to Women First Pregnancy Center for counseling, pregnancy test kits and 
baby items. Also, numerous Women First pamphlets were given to people entering Planned Parenthood and to people in the 
community. LED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT and with the presence of sidewalk counselors, prayer warriors and the assistance of the 
counselors at the  Women First Pregnancy Center, WE HAD A VERY SUCCESSFUL 40 DAYS FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN.
As per Paul Arena, local Massapequa 40 Days for Life leader sent the following recap… The spring 40 Days for Life campaign 
is growing and we are having more people each time inquiring about how they can stand witness for the unborn.  There was 
an obvious increase in awareness of our presence by workers at Planned Parenthood.  I prefer sneer glances, comments 
uttered, and even middle fingers from workers and drivers of cars passing by to completely being ignored.  The fact that our 
presence bothers them indicates that deep down they know there is something very wrong going on behind those doors. 
We look forward to the fall campaign.  Please pray for us, and for all babies, mothers, fathers and abortion workers involved.

HONORARIUM
The Life Center of Long Island is grateful for donations made in honor of;

~ Lieve Hawkins ~ Anita Savello ~ Margaret Barbeau ~ 
~ Ellen Pagano ~ Denise Murtaugh ~ Julie Riekert ~

IN LOVING MEMORY
The Life Center of Long Island is grateful for donations made in loving memory of:

~ Gloria Winslow Thumser ~ Anna O’Brien ~ Brian Acquilino ~ Mark Ru ~ Mary Bridget Halligan ~ John Thorne ~ 
~ Patricia Janetta ~ Robert Thornton Sr. ~ Arthur J. Sickler~ Ronald P. Joannou Sr.~ Geraldine Boening ~ Helen Barry~ Dorothy Barry ~

We commend their souls, and all the souls of the faithful departed, to the loving embrace of our Father.  
May you all be blessed always with God’s eternal love and grace.
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Important Notice to Our Donors: Your privacy matters to us. Please be advised that the Life Center of Long Island never sells or 
shares our e-list with third parties.

Please Note:
If you would prefer to receive this newsletter via email, kindly forward your email address to infoma@lifecenterli.org.


